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Sept; 1 marks the anniver-
sary of the country s strictest .tk
distracted driving legislation,

and in Calgary police have
“been secing asteady rise inthe
‘number of tickets issued.

- Calgary police say they have

“written an average of about
10 of the $172 tickets per day..

section, -

o s aye
city, can we]

Not a proud mom
driving pattern giv
attentionit'sbeen

‘terston said,

The provine

" out to drivers distracted by . -
; ing with an MP3
. player an knitting, :

 SEEDRIVING, PAGEA3 .

: -s1dered one of the. strmtest :
in Canada because it also
. penalizes other bad drivin

“ behayiout such as grooming,
: ’-readmg or programming a
“GPS,- - A
: Hovvever, the vast majonty

“oftickets are for usinga hand-
E held phone, . '

Txckets'were also handed

_Tlckets |ssued in .
July 2012:

438 Hand-.

‘held cel|phone,

- includes: textlng or
. e-mailing

10 Wireless device

. (iPod, camera,: ‘
- laptop, etc.)
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~‘back to old ways"

~ FROMAL . e were voly
ML _:cOmplying,”said'AMA'spokes-
_Transportation Minister

Ric Mclver said the legisla-

but added “it’s not making
thelevel of differefice that the
people who put it iri probably

hoped for” = .~
- Asked if there should be

‘more enforcement or better

driver education, Mclver said
it’s something he’s still con-

templating,

_ “They say.you can’t en-

force common sense and it
- does seem like common sense
that when one is driying, one .

pays attention to that task,”
hesaid, - . - o

.“On the other hand, a lot
of people are under a lot of
pressure in this world to give
instant answers and to get back
to other people — whether it

their spouse — ina short pe-
riod of time, I think we need

1 to. hellppeople.adiust their

expectations that way.”
- Police and the Alberta
Motor Association say that

when the legislation was first

implemented, they saw less

distracted driving. -

tl

- tion is making a:difference,

“People were voluntarily

man-Don Szarko; - :
Butas attention on the issue
began to fade, cellphone use

~ while driving went up,

' “The general public percep- |
tionseems to be that Alberta

' drivets are back to their old -

" ways,” he said,

Mclver said he’s not aware

‘ofany court challenges on the

year-old legislation from peo-

* . 'ple who have been ticketed,

~The tickets do not carry any
demerit points for the driver
and Mclver said he is not look-
ing at changing that, .

"Police say they will continue
to enforce distracted driving

_ asthey are now". .

. be their boss, their customer, |

. “Thisis one of those sections
that we will continually need
to reinforce, We know it's an
applicable piece of legislation
because not paying attention
on thelroadwayﬁis dangerous,”
Watterstonsaid, - .. -
- “It’s a high risk manoeuvre
if yow're driving a 3,000-1b.
piece of metal and not pay-
ing attention —anything can

“happen.”.
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