Let's getready to rumble.

The first part of the prov-
ince's new impaired driv-
ing rules is about to hit the
streets at month's end.

It is where the Redford
Tories caught the least griel
because itinvolves driv-
crs with an .08 beef.

No one can defend some-
one who drinks over the
Criminal Cocle Jimit and
then drives. They pose a tisk.
They've broken the law.

But what if they haven't
broken the law? What If
{hey are chaxged under
the law but still haven’t
had thelr day in court?

What if the court date
is nine, 10, 11 months ora
year away, as s often the
case? Should they have
no licence for nine, 10,

11 months or a year?

What happens to those
who are acquitted, those
found not guilty?

Shouldn't tougher pen-
alties, perhaps tougher
ones than even now, come
in AFTER conviction.

Ric Mclver, the prov-
ince's new transportation
minister, says of these driv-
ers he’s ‘ot sure they're
automatically guilty but
they automatically start to
pay the consequences’’

Mclver says it’s “com-
pletely consistent” with
other situations where some-
one is charged and arrested
and loses their freedom,

1n those cases, of
course, they're often
released outright or on

bail pending the trial,

No matter. Now, law-
yers from many quarters
are all for going to court to
get this indefinite licence
suspension tossed.

1tis a legal creation seen
by a lot of folks with big
brains as an obvious move
to get people to plead guilty
even if they feel they aren’t.

Oh yes, former Wildrose
MLA Paul Hinmnan wanted
to tinker with the province's
brainwave so a licence sus-
pension after thre¢ mon ths,
but before the trial, could
be set aside il the per-
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son put an alcohol-sens-
ing device in their vehicle.

Hinman'’s idea didn't
see the light of day.

The law as you see it was
fast-tracked, came into force
this past December and
then was not to be enforced
until after the election.

Imagine that.

Every time Mclver speaks it

sounds like the law is no big
deal. The vast majority should
just keep on keeping on.
Whether it's the .05 law
coming to a city or town near
you Sept. L or the indefi-
nite suspension for anyone
charged for the .08 offence
it's a “proven way to change
behaviour” for Mclver.
“We're trying to get the

attentioﬁ of those peo-
~ple who choose to drive
“alfter overdrinking.’

The province’s lawyers
say it will stand up in court. -
Besides, driving is a privilege,

. notaright, don’t you know.

Sgt. Rick Butler of the
Calgary police talks to the
press Tuesday and backs up
Mclver about the law s~

viving alegal challenge.

Butler does say of the .05 -
and .08: “I think it would be

ignorant of anybody to expect

there wouldn't be an appeal

_process through the courts
for either of these programs.” .

- Timothy Dunlap is a law-

- yer who fights for people’ -

in Calgary and Edmonton
facing charges for driving

_.offences, including impaired.
*. Dunlap says there will cer- .,
_tainly be a court fighton. - -
. the ,08 guilty-until-proven-
~innocent indefinite suspen.--

sion; Come July 1, attempts

‘will be made to getsus- -

pensions put on hold until

“there’s a ruling from a high

enough court oxi whether

the province's move is legal. °
The lawyer says there has

already been many discus-

" sions among impaired driv-

ing lawyers and privately
even some Crown prosecu- -

“tors don't like the new law.

“The government has gone

. too far and tied it to court

proceedings. I think you'll

" seealot of people lawyer-"

ing up,’ be says, of those

- charged starting July 1.

"+ Dunlap is naturally also :

" unhappy with' the .05 law
_ where, as he says, awhole
lot of people have been told
. drinking responsibly is stay-
" . ingunder the legal limit.
~ Now the province is going
after them with vehicle and

licence seizures and tow-
ing and storage bills and,
beginning the second time

- a person is driving over .05, -

courses paid out of pocket.
Some already speculate if

the .05 law isn’t as successful . .

as the province wants pen-
alties could be stiffened. . i

“When people are stand- - .

ingat the end of Deex-

“foot and finally see their

car getting towed away
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- that's when the light bulb .
- goes on,” says Dunlap. -+ .-

- nificant difference in sav-
_ ing lives and reducing fatal

‘province is hoping that will
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- Backat city police HQ,
the scribbler asks the plain-
spealkdng Sgt. Butler if that
.05 law will make’a sig-

and injury collisions.

* “] can only speak theo-
retically to that question. I -
would love to say il's going
to clo all those things you
said. We certainly have the
seen the results in other
provinces,’ says Butler.

“We're hoping. T know the

also happen here in Alberta

“Itisn't over!




