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Strict impaired driving regu-
lations are stirring up abar fight
between critics and backers of

the provincial legislation.
| An anti-Bill 26 campaign
| by the opposition Wildrose
party distributing coasters in
bars and restaurants across .
the province is drawing fire
from Mothers Against Drunk
Driving, which supports the
legislation,

“We're seeing them put a po—

liti_cal campaign overand ab'o;Vef
public safety” MADD Canada:
president Denise Dubyk said..
- “I guessit’sto gain p'opularity

with a loud minority.”
The Wildrose party has

~ promised to repeal Bill 26,
which was passed by the pro-

vincial legislature but has not
come into force, .
Thelawwillimpose adminis-
trative penalties on drivers with
ablood-alcohol concentration
above .05, which is lower than

- the.08 reading required to lay

criminal charges.

. After running out of an ini-
tial run of 15,000 coasters, the
party has 55,000 more on the
way to distribute to bar and

restaurant owners throughout -

Alberta and their patrons.
“It has been very wpll re-

éeivéd,” said Richard Jones,
Wildrose’s candidate in Cal-

-gary-Acadia, who has been

spearheading the campaign.

On one side, the Wildrose ;

coasters have “, 05” inside a cit-

cle, with ared line struck over

the numbets and the slogan
“drink respons1bly” The other
side has the governing Progres—

sive Conservatives’ name in ,
the red circle, accompamed

by the messages “Say ‘No’ to
(Premier) Alison Redford” and
“Vote responsibly.” -

But the Wildrose effort has

spawned a countercampaign

from Mothers Against Diunk
Driving, which, :re'sponded
Friday by saying the party is
misleading the public.
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Wlldrose party candidate Rlchard Jones holds some coasters with slogans opposed to Bill 26, the Alberta Tory
government’s pendmg drunk drlvmg legislation that will penalize drivers with a blood-alcohol level over 05,

: have shown at p5, your driving

ability is impaired.”
;. Under Alberta’s law; drivers

‘who register between .05 and
.08 will be subject to a72-hour

licence suspension, have their
vehiclesimpounded and pay
fines and associated fees total-
ling more than $60o0.

Alcohol-related deaths have »

been decreasing in Alberta,
but;still made up a significant
portion of the 351 traffic fatali-
tles recorded in 2010, -
Among those, Alberta Trans-

: portatlon reported 9o driv-

ers had been drinking prior

to the'crash — 57 of whom
;were/legally 1mpa1red That
‘number represents a 25 per
" cent decline since 2007.
“Let's get theright informa- - :. _° ~
- tlon out,” Dubyk sa1d “Results :

SEE COASTERS, PAGE B4




" heighbouring B.C. ha gged: Beefed-up tr: ﬂ‘ic enforce- »,
-nearly a 50 per cent. declmein . ment and more checkstops.-
- dlcohol-related fatalities since - targetlng 1mpa1r i :
o mtroducmg tough adminis--
. trative penaltie :

49 alcohol-relate S,

deaths over. the same period : ren rcial trafe ... CALGARYHERALD
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