: hospltal ashort time later

de ople clled cmly Stn-
) day after a hlgh-speed crash
_in northeast Calgary alleg-

©edly mvolvmg an, 1mpa1red

driver,
Polic have chalged a

~23-year-old man with im-

paired driving causing death *
in connection with the. crash
‘on McKnight Boulevard N.E.

- at Deerfoot Trail.

= The victims were a27 yeal-
: old man’and z4-yéar-old
woman inside a westhound
Dodge Avenger.that was |
stopped for a red light when

- aLexus GS300. plowed into

“'the back of their car.. . - .
The driver of the Dodge was
“killed in the,lmpact which
pushed the cax'mors than 50
" metres. The woman-died in.

. Police said the Lexus trav-

;elled anadditional 30, metyes
before coming to'a stop.

Police at the scéne arrested |

" the. -driver of the Le*cus, who

wasn't injured,
A 24-year-old passengm

-in the vehicle suffered only
" minorinjuries, B
.. :Theirnames h'xvcn t been
- released;.ii
.~”“Ryan

" ‘charged with
“rtwoicounts
each of im-

~ This i§ not *paired driv-
- knee-jerk - € causine

eath; driving
l eactl Oll _-Over.08 caus-
It S 2111 ing death and

“dangerous

0110'0111 operation of

1ssue i:a motor.ve-
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JONATHAN “isthe d
DEle ¢ secon

. .multxple f’ttal~
tyd

mas Klamcr, 23, i
“hasibeen|:

.alcoh.lmCalg ythe span

‘of a week and conies ag thie |

“provincial government mulls | |
.. tougher penaltles for unpaned
. -duvels .

. Alberta’s sol1c1t01 gencral
snd 1mpancd driving has
been a pexsxstent problem i
for years.

“Thisis not aknee~]e1kre-
actlon Tt's'an’ ‘ongoing 1ssue,
and I think somethlng has to
e doné about’it,” Ionathan

" Denis said Sunday.

Alcohol-related deathe have
boen decreasing in Albertabut-
still made up a significant por-

- tion'6f the 351 traffic fatnhtxes
recorded in 2010, :
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AJRASH Albetta lookmg

tion reported-9o drivers had beeii

decline‘since 2007
dechne in alcohol-related fatalities
drivers.

alcohol concentration aboveé .05

of .08,

Drivers who register within that
range can be subject to a 72-hour
licence suspension and pay fines and

$600, The suspensions and fines in-
ciease for drivers repeatedly caught
within that range, .

Between October 2010 and July
201, BC. recorded 49 alcohol-related.
fatalities, down from an average of

93 deaths over the same permd in
the past five yeats,

“Something obviously is workmg

tion,” Denis said, .-
Denis, Justice Mimster Verlyn ol-
son and Transportation Minister Ray
Danyluk were given mandate letters

|, from Premier Alison Rédford last
week instructing them to develop .

drmkmg ptior to the ¢rash — 57 of -
whom were legally impaired. That -
number represents-a 25 per\ eent :

In the past year, however, ne1gh- :
bouring B.C.has logged aso per cent

since introducing tough adminis--
trative penalties targeting 1mpa1red

BC)s admm1strat1ve rulegi lmpose :
\p,enaltles for drivers with a blood-

bui below the cr1m1nal standard -

associated fees totalling more than -

‘when you have such a marked reduc- J

While B.C.’s. meaeures have. at-

said the. government is lookmg for

‘a “made in Alberta” regimen that
Aincorporates what works best in B.C.

and other provinces. _
- ‘B.Cslegislation has drawn cr1t1~
cism from civil libertarians because

.of the heavy penalties-it imposes
“against motorists who haven't ex-

ceeded the criminal threshold and

‘the limited avenues of appeal avail-

able to drivers.

Denis said Alberta is lookingata -

fair appeals process and the intent
of the legislationisn’t to target driv-

“ers “whohave a, glass of wine with

ameal” , .

Current prov1nc1a1 traffic regula-
tions allow police to issue 24-hour
suspensions against drivers who ap-
pear impaired but do net exceed the
legal limit of .08. e

‘However, the current law has no
method of sanctioning drivers who
habitually rack up 24-hour suspen-

sions — new administrative penal- "

ties'akin to B.C.’s would address that
loophole, said Denis, .
““We're after the people who persis~
tently drink and drive,” he said.,
“I.feel there should be some es-
calation in the penalties.”
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at BC. 1mpalred penaltles !

Among those, Alberta ’Iranspertaw: , adm1n1strat1ve pena1t1es targetmg, ‘

- impaired drivers,

“tracted significant attention; Denis *




