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- Alberta’s highest court has
extended by 15 months the
prison sentence handed toan
intoxicated Red Deer driver
who blew through a red light
last year, broadsiding a vehicle
and killing the parents of five
children aged four to 14.

- Brad Howe, 34, and his wife
Krista, 35, died instantly in the’
crash on Feb, 7,2010. :

= Alberta Court of Appeal
]ust1ce Peter ‘Martin sa1d on
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“record;

sentence

Tuesclay in dehverlng the
unanimous decision that the
trial ]udge erredlast Aprilin
sentencing Chad Mitchell Ol
sen, 24, to just 27 months.
Martin, speaking for justic
Ellen Picard and Cliff O'Brien;
said thetrial judge should not :
have given Olsen nine months:.
credit for bail conditions that
were not onerous. The pane]
said the judge virtually ignored. -
Olsen’s lengthy record of tr
fic conyictions, but gave him
_creditfornot havmg acriminal
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The panel then issutéd-a.”
3V4-year prison sentence for
the two counts of, 1mpa1red
- driving causing death.

tént recklessniess in operating
amotor vehicle and following
the rules 0fthe road,” Martin
said; noting the Offenderbad -
taffic convictidns —nine:

their children.”

genuine, but his lesson should“ :
have beeri learned yearsbe-:
fore and niot at such ap; 'ce, )

Olsen S truck crashed mto‘the
couple’s small car and killed them
instantly, leavmg theit” ch.l_ldren as
orphans.

Court heatd Olsen had a blood—i !

aleohol level of 236 — nearly | three

times the .08 legal Iimit, - !
Sandra Green, mother of Krista

Howe, and husband Ed Green now

help their other daughter Karla take "

cate of the children.

Karla left a career in Vancouver
to move to Red:Deer to bécome the
guardian of the children:

Sandra Green sa1d the increase
injail time was moving in the  right

direction, but that a sentence in the .
range of eight to 10 years would be

more of a deterrent.
“It's closer to what would be deemed

justi
replacewhathasbeentake :
outside court, My primary oncern

~withthe sentencing is it can'deter

other people who find themselvesin

*the same position‘as Chad, Olsen:

“Rd Green added 1t’s “abxt of a step

.-upward "

“It's def'nutely more of a sentence

to deter people thinking of getting
" behind thé wheel,” he gaid. “Maybe

it’s not enough but we're gettmg
there,”
-:Sandra Gréen sald thekids are domg

well They ate in the same physical - -
environment as before the crash, she

notéd, so there has been less disriip-

tion; “same home, same neighbour-

hood, same friends, same toys.” -
“Children are very resilient,” she

saud “We talk daxly about Brad and !
Krista, They shov some signs of in+
security when we leave s buton the'
whole they’re doing well””
Defence lawyer Joan Blumer had
urged the court to uphold the-sen-
tence imposed by the trial judge.
“Essentlally, the Crown is asking:
for you'to create a Starting point
(minimum),” said Blumer. . 3
- “Welknowthere is abroad range of
sentences for these offences, and this

" sentenceis well within the range set

by this and otlier courts,” she said,

“There’s io reason to make a start- -

ing point. There should be some dis-
cretion left to the trial judges.”
_Olsen.did not attend the hearing.
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o two innocent people and

~““Thiscomesascold comfort
fo the victims of such crimes,
but we must deter people who -
“find. themselves impaired




